
HIC - Hospital Infection Control & Biomedical Vaste Management

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR LINEN AND
LAUNDRYMANAGEMENT.

1. .Aim:

To reduce the tisk to Patients, health care workers, laundry staff that

may be associated wirh the use and handling of laundry that is

potentia"lly or actually contaminated with an infectious agent.

2. Rationaie:

andling of

S at the location where it is

patlent

used by patients diagnosed , HBV, HCV and MRSA

is to be decontaminated by soaking in bleaching solution for an horlr.
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T'ransportation and Storage of Cleaa Liner:

Clcan Linen should be transported and stored b,v methods that wrll

ensure its cleenliness

4. Laundering of Linen

Used liren tnust be placed into rvhite plasric bags.

Care musr be taken to preyent seepage of bloocl-body fluiclsfiom

laundry bags.
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The Laundry sewice is responsible for providing an adequate, clean and

constant supply of Linen to aI1 usets.

AIL registets in the linen serwices must be maintained ald up to date.

Appropriate cleaning agents should be used.

Time schedule to be prepared for collection of soiled linen, delivety of

clean linen etc.
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HIC - Hospital Infection Control & Biomedical Waste Management

POLICY AND PROCEDURE AUTOCLAYING

1. Aim:

This poliry will provide guidance to the staff fot Autoclaving procedure.

2. Rationale:

To sterilize the articles, dressing material,trays ,drums etc.

3. Responsibilities of vatious petsonnel in &e departrnent

. Nurses

Autoclave Machine o

of articles

re autoclave all the es must

detergent.

The atticles contaminated rvith blood, body fluids must be cleaned

u,ith disinfectants.

r\11 the material for autoclave must be clean and prepated on a

clerrr place.

1

5. Material Preparation

o Ensure that the matedal is able to be autoclaved

o Glassware must be iflspected for cracks priot to autoclawing

. Prepare the packf tay as pef the fequiremeflt.
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o 'W'rap tlre tay / matetial in dean surgical tovr'el. Wrapping too

tightly will impede steam penetration, decreasing efficiency of the

process.

o Plastics must be heat-resistart e.g.: polycarbonate (PC), PTFE

("Teflon") and most polnrropylene (PP) items.

o Sharps must be in a designated 'Sha4:s' containet.

o Items should be placed in a stainless steel ftays or dtums for their

stabiliry and ease of handling.

must not be tightly sealed as steam cannot.Th

the pack ving, name of pack/ tay

e identifica tion tape to verift

sen all lids to pfevent pfes d-rp

o Record the matetialf tays/drums to be sefrt for autoclaving,in a

autoclal'ing rcgister

6. Loading Autoclave

r lVear heat-insulating gloves, before loading.

o Place material in autoclaye. Do not mix incompadble materials.

. Do flot overload; leave sufficient room for steam cfuculadon. If
necestary, place t}le container on its side to maximize steam

penetration and avoid enuapment of air.

. Close and latch door fumly.

mus
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7. Operating Autoclave

o Check to be sure that the water resen'oir is lilled (approximatell'

1" from top)

o Choose appropriate cycle (e.g. fluid, dry etc) for the material.

. Set apptopriate temperature for the cycle.

. Turn the autoclave to FILL MODE and w'ait until the water in the

bottom of the autoclave covers the fill plate.

. Turn the autoclave to STERILIZE, MODE and load autoclave

t

$ approxma

al)ofoxlml

ous steam

cycle is com

lffl and temain there until

utes if the autoclave is cold

t is alreadv watrled from a

t

VAC M DE lotI tt

dtops.

o Tutn the autoclave to CLOSE E)LA.UST MODE for 15 mrn.

o Do not attempt to open the door while autoclave is operating.

o The manuals lor operation of the autoclave should be located on

the wall in autoclave room.
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8. I n lordints A,.rtoclave

o Werr herr-insulaung glove. and cro.ecl roed shoes.

o Ensuie th.rt thc pressrire of the chamber is '10' before opening the

door.
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\7eat gloves and stand back from the door as a precaution,

carefi:.l1y crack door open no more than 1 inch (2.5 cm) to telease

tesidual steam and allow pressue within liquids and containers to

normalize

Ailow sterilized matedal to stand for 10 minutes in the chamber.

This will allow steam to cleai and ttapped air to escape ftom hot

liquids, reducing risk to opetator.

Do not agitate cofltainem of super-heated liquids ot remolre caps

be{ore unloa

door closed.

s the

the auto lace hot items in an atea which

until the items cool to loom

toclave Log

. Entries must be placed ifl the 1og books each time the autoclave is

used. These records a-re used for maintenance/sewice schedules

and repordng of incidents, accidents and/or faults

. The cycle tecords for the autoclaves will be kept on top of the

autoclave

o Enfties should include: operatorrs name, date, time and duatron.
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t0 Maintenance and repair

No person shall operate the autoclave unless the autoclave is in

good repajr

Users should not make repairs

Report mechine problems to extellsio

f
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POLICY AND PROCEDURE FOR STERILIZATION

OUTBREAX

1. Aim:

This policy will provide guidance to the staff about what to do if there is

steri.lization outbreak.

2. Rationale:

2.7. To Avoid IIAI infections in the hospital

sibilities of

Nurses

OT Technician

OT In-chatge

the dep2lffnent

3.4. Infection Contol Nurse

4. How to test validity of the steriJization

If the Autoclave identification tape do not tum black after autoclaving

then the sterilization is considered invalid.

!
L
L

2.2. . To avoid post surgical complications.
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5. Procedure

5.1. The frst witness rvho obsen'es thc invalidiq, of sterilization

lvill immediately infotm the OT in-charge.

5.2. The witness rvill heep the record of the autoclave

identification tape in the Autoclave register.

5.3. The OT rn-charge u,ili also keep the recotd in his Autoclave

register.

5.4. The OT in-charge rldl declate the steriLization outbreak in

the hosoital.

/ In-charge will go to a1l the areas rvhere

pror.rded.

material is checked for the

au

it ihould retutned io the OTIf the matedal is not

technician.

5.8. Thei. wili make sure rhat the materiai is not mlred l,'rth any

other stedie material.

5.9. The lnfection control nurse, OT rn-charge will invcstigrte

the problem in the sterilization.

5.i0. An rncident report should be sent by the witness to the

Qudiqr dePartment.
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PROCEDURE FOR STERILIZATION OF THE EQUIPMENT

USING FORMALIN FUMES

1. Aim:

This policy will provide guidance to the staff for sterilization of the

equipmenr using formalin fumes.

2. Rationale:

To do stedlization of the equipments which canaot be sterilized by

-tIUtOClaUng.

in the dep

Nurse

l

OT technician

4. Pteparation

Clean the equipment in the best possible manner (R efet policy fot

equipmenr cleaning).

5. Procedure

5.1. Take formalin Chamber.

5.2. Check &e availability of formalin tablets in the chamber

5.3. Put &e equipment inside the chamber.

5.4. Put on the machine and set the timing.
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